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NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & CARERS: OCTOBER 2025

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have had very busy first half term, and a particularly long one! We have had a range of additional
activities this half term, including dance performances, sports festivals, Mental Health Awareness Day
and our annual Book Fair.

School received £734.80 back from the Book Fair sales to spend on new books, so a great big thank to all
who supported this annual event.

We have ended the half term with a fantastic Year 6 Class Assembly where pupils impressed us
with the high standard and wide range of learning tasks they had completed this half term. We
also celebrated lots of other achievements across the school with our star awards, handwriting
awards and Achievement Awards for each class.

| have spoken to Mrs Lavelle today and passed on best wishes from those who have sent them.
Her recovery has been slower than she anticipated but she feels she has turned a corner this
week. I'm sure you’ll join me in wishing her all the best.

Wishing everyone a very happy half term holiday!

Best Wishes, Mrs Wise (and Mrs Lavelle of course)
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Class Attendance

R )

For the first half term of 25-26, the overall attendance figure for the school is 95.78%
which is a great start to the year. Let’s hope we can keep it up over the winter months.

Attendance in each class was as follows:
Reception:
Sunflowers: 96%

Daffodils: 96%

Mrs Dadswell’s Class: 97.61%
Mrs Baum’s Class: 94.66%
Mrs Turner: 94.72%

Miss Stebbings Class: 96.88%
Mr Walsh’s Class: 95.42%
Miss Allen’s Class: 95.86%
Mr Storrar’s Class: 95%

Mrs Dadswell’s class are the Ouston Attendance Bear Winners and are delighted that the
Attendance Bear will stay in their class during November. Well done Year 1!

Harvest Festival Assemblies

As mentioned on Class Dojo, we were delighted with the donations for our Harvest
appeal. Your generous donations have now been collected by The People’s Kitchen and
Durham Foodbank and are helping those in need across our local area.

We were treated to three wonderful assemblies last Friday. Well done Year 3, Reception
and KS1 and Nursery.

Year 3 demonstrated their maturity in the deliverance of their lines, their joyful singing
and their behaviour throughout their performance. Well done Year 3.

The contents of this letter are confidential and are intended solely for the addressee.
Ouston Primary School is part of Jigsaw Learning Trust
Jigsaw Learning Trust is an exempt charity. It is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales

Ofsted

ooe (Registered no: 8277622) whose registered office is Fulwell Infant School Academy, Ebdon Lane, Fulwell, Sunderland, SR6 8ED




Reception and KS1 performed to a very large audience and were fabulous. Their lines and singing
entertained the audience so well and certainly taught us to say thanks to all the hard working farmers
bringing food to our tables. A special mention to our Reception children as it was the first time they had
joined us for assembly and their performance and behaviour was wonderful.

Nursery also treated us to their own Harvest Performance with the story of The Little Red Hen and
songs. The audience were truly captivated and, again, impressed with the behaviour and the delivery of
their show.

Our very own history makers

Both our girls and boys football teams have worked really hard this half term and, despite some losses,
have demonstrated commitment and resilience.

Last night, our yr5/6 football boys team played three matches, fighting for the Cestria Cup. The Cestria
Cup has been a competition since 1977 and Ouston junior/primary school have never managed to win it,
until last night. They won all 3 matches:

Ouston 3-1 Bullion Lane
Ouston 1-0 Stanley
Ouston 1-0 Kibblesworth

Well done and huge congratulations to all involved in all the games leading up to this fantastic win.
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Artsmark Gold

Our work in the arts has been recognised this week as we have been awarded Artsmark Gold. This level
of Artsmark is very difficult to achieve and requires a lot of hard work. We are very proud that our
efforts in offering our children a wide range of art and creative experiences has been acknowledged at
this level.

Poppy Appeal

When children return in November we will launch our annual poppy appeal. There is a wide range of
items to choose from including traditional poppies, key rings, bracelets and snap bands. The Royal
British Legion do not suggest amounts for these items, simply requesting a donation to be made.

Dates for the Diary

NOVEMBER
3rd : Pupils return to school

10th : KS1, Reception and Nursery Parents/Carers Evening (2.30-5pm)

11th: KS1, Reception and Nursery Parents/Carers Evening (3.30-6pm)

10th : Anti-Bullying Week. Theme- ‘Power for Good’.

14th: Friendship Friday to end of Anti-bullying week. Children may wear non-uniform/bright colours.
17th: KS2 Parents/Carers Evening (2.30-5pm)

18th : KS2 Parents/Carers Evening (3.30-6pm)

21st: Anxiety Workshop (9.00-11.15)

DECEMBER
Tues 9th pm — Years 3, 4, 5 Christmas Performance (Year 3 parents/carers)

Wed 10th pm - Years 3, 4, 5 Christmas Performance (Year 4/5 parents/carers)

Thurs 11th am - KS1 Christmas Performance (Year 1/2 parents/carers)

Fri 12th am — Reception and Year 6 Christmas Performance (Reception and Year 6 parents/carers)
15th : Christmas Lunch Day - children may wear Christmas jumper/top, hat etc

15th: Christmas parties this week

15th : Nursery Christmas Performance pm

19th : End of Term.
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Reminders

PE days

On PE days we expect all children to wear the school PE uniform which is a white t-shirt and black
shorts or jogging bottoms. Where children come to school in PE clothing that is not our PE uniform, we
will contact you and ask you to bring their correct uniform to school. Itis really important that children
continue to look smart and part of our school community on PE days also and do not stand out because
they are wearing different items of clothing. It also removes the pressure to keep up with current
trends/wear more expensive and/or designer items.

Packed lunches

A reminder about healthy packed lunches. Chocolate, sweets and fizzy/high sugar drinks
should not be included in lunch boxes. Please try to include fruit and vegetables and keep
crisps and biscuits/cakes to a minimum. We have children in school with nut allergies so
please be vigilant and do not include nuts/nut products in packed lunches.

End of day collection

End of day collection times can be busy so please ensure that you are looking out for your
child when the teacher brings them out and stand near to the collection area rather than
at a distance. It is really difficult for teachers to spot parents/carers on a busy yard,
particularly on rainy days with the added disguise of raincoats and umbrellas!

Please ensure also, that children are supervised by parents/carers when waiting for older

siblings to come out. Children should not be running around on the grass in front of my

office and near the car park. They should also not be running onto the school fields.

Children are not permitted to ride bikes/scooters within school grounds or use the Timber

Trails or sandpit before and after the school day. They will be told by staff members to stop doing
this if seen.

RIGHTS

RESPECTING & 0, Artsmark
SCHOOLS & (o Gold Award
. Q" Awarded by Arts
KIS Council England
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